Unit 2 The universal language
Language points

Teaching aims:

1. Enable the students to learn vocabularies and language points in the text.

2. Help the students to learn and use more literature expressions. 
Teaching important and difficult points:

Help the students to use these language points properly.

Teaching procedures & ways

Language points:

1. Just imagine performing such an opera in the Forbidden City — there could not be a more awesome setting!

英语中否定词与比较级连用时，常常有最高级的含义。如：
No one in our class studies harder than John does. 
我们班没有人比约翰学习更用功。
2. This means that few men would dare to ask for her hand in marriage.

句中dare用作实意动词，后接动词不定式时，to既可以保留，也可以省略（尤其在口语中）。如：
Nobody dared to challenge his authority. 
没人敢挑战他的权威。
David did not dare argue with his boss. 戴维不敢和他的老板争辩。
另外，dare也常用作情态动词，后接不带to的动词不定式。如：

He daren’t tell his father the bad news. 他不敢将这坏消息告诉他的父亲。

ask for somebody’s hand in marriage

（向女方）求婚
e.g. I asked for her hand in marriage. 
我向她求婚。
3. However, although he would like to, he cannot break his promise and must allow Turandot to so as she wishes.

句中although he would like to是状语从句；后面省略了break his promise，以使行文简洁。如：
I did not want to walk all the way to school, but I had to, because of the flat tyre. 

本来我也不想一路走到学校的，可是车胎没气了，我只好走。
4. The story then takes on a classic love triangle featuring Calaf, Turandot, and Liu.

短语take on是“呈现（某种特征、外观等）”的意思。如：
In the past 10 years, great changes have taken place in this city, making it take on a new look. 

在过去的十年里，这座城市发生了很大的变化，呈现出崭新的面貌。
5. Calaf’s father and Liu have been seen accompanying Calaf, so Turandot seizes Calaf’s father and Liu, and demands that they tell her Calaf’s name or they will be beaten.

动词demand后接从句时，从句的谓语动词常用“should+动词原形”，should 可以省略。如：
They demanded that their needs (should) be satisfied. 

他们要求满足他们的需要。
seizes  vt.  逮捕，捉拿；抓住，捉住；夺取，攻占
e.g. Police arrested a suspect and seized quantities of drugs. 
警察逮捕一名嫌疑犯，查获了大量毒品。 
The policeman seized a pickpocket on the crowded coach. 
警察在拥挤的长途汽车上抓到了一个扒手。 
Homework 
Learn the new words and phrases by heart.






















